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Angel Ibarra and Gabriel Mares construct a portable building         Photo by Terrell Fulton

Building Trades already hard at work
BY JESSICA OSBORN

  Danny Valdez’s Build-
ing Trades classes have 
started the new year. 
They are building po-
diums and shelves for 
some of Brownwood 
High School’s staff.  
They are also building 
a storage building for a 
Brownwood resident. 
  With district compe-
tition coming in a few 
months, they are get-
ting ready to start on 
district competition 
projects.  District, now 
known as Skills USA, 
is in Waco in Febru-
ary and Fort Worth in 
March.  
  Building Trades I and 
II are both competing 

Jimmy Fisher and Carl Tomlinson use the miter saw to construct their project
       Photo by Terrell Fulton

Seth Featherston nails siding 
on a portable building  
     Photo by Terrell Fulton

Esparza earns highest honor in FFA
BY COURTNEY WINDHAM

 FFA member  
Jessica Esparza re-
ceived the highest de-
gree bestowed by the 
Texas FFA, the Lone 
Star FFA Degree.  Es-
parza received this 
degree while attending 
the 76th Annual Texas 
FFA Convention this 
summer, the week of 
July 13-16.  Other 
FFA members that at-
tended the convention 
were Cody Fisseler, 
Kirby Spinks, Whitney 
Miller, and graduate 
A.J. Moore, who also 
received the degree.
 Esparza received 
the award in recogni-
tion of her agricultural 
awareness, leadership, 
career development, 
and active involvement 
in the FFA organiza-
tion.  She was one of 
approximately 1200 
students to receive this 
honor out of the 8800 
members who attended 

the convention.
 “[To earn the 
degree] was a long pro-
cess, sending in record 
books through area, 
district, then state com-
petitions.  It was sus-
penseful wondering if 
I would reach the next 
round,” Esparza said.
 Since Esparza is 
a member of the agri-
cultural youth leader-
ship organization serv-
ing as the president 
of the chapter and the 
first vice president of 
district, she spent the 
week attending work-
shops and serving on 
the legislative body for 
the Texas FFA Associa-
tion.
 While at the con-
vention in Fort Worth, 
members attended an 
assembly with guest 
speaker Lieutenant 
Governor, David De-
whurst.  The members 

also enjoyed a private 
concert performed 
by the country music 
group, Cross Canadian 
Ragweed.
 “I’ve been a fan 
of CCR, so the fact that 
we had a concert was 
awesome, but since 
Brownwood got front 
row seats, it made the 
night even more excit-
ing,” Esparza said.
 Esparza has been 
a part of FFA for four 
years (being president 
for three).  She is one 
of about 60,000 active 
FFA members in Texas.  
The FFA program is 
designed to develop 
leadership skills, ca-
reer development, and 
personal growth among 
its members.
 “FFA is an honor 
program. You actually 
have to work hard to 
achieve your goals,” Es-
parza said.

BY TERRELL FULTON

 Wednesday, Sep-
tember 15, marked the 
15th annual See You at 
the Pole prayer meeting 
or the national day of 
student prayer. Students 
pray for a wide variety 
of things from the war 
in Iraq to bringing moral 
and spiritual awakening 
to their campus. Every 
year there is a theme to 
See You at the Pole and 
this year’s theme was As-
cend: pure hearts, clean 
hands, quoting psalms 
3-4 which states only 
those with “clean hands 
and a pure heart” may 
enter into God’s presence. 

See You at the Pole 
began with one youth 
group in Ft. Worth. It 
soon spread throughout 
Texas then the rest of 
the United States. It is 
now held on six different 
continents in 17 differ-
ent countries. This is a 
movement for students 
by students, although 
everyone was welcome 
to come and participate 
in the day of prayer.

   

See 
You 

at 
the 

Pole: 
Annual

student-led 
prayer 

meeting

and have a lot of work 
to do.  The students 
work separately on 
projects ranging from 
quilt hutches, to din-
ing tables, to patio 
equipment.  A big part 
of their project grades. 
50%, is documentation 
of their work kept in  
notebooks.  The note-
books serve as a record 
of their progress, and 
shows the steps they 
take to get to where 
they are.    
   “I am excited about 
the opportunities and 
challenges for my stu-
dents this year,” Valdez 
said. 

BHS Students gathered to sing and pray in small groups before school Wednesday, 
September 15

FFA members Jessica Esparza, Whitney Miller, Kirby Spinks and Cody Fisseler enjoy a pri-
vate concert performed by the country music group, Cross Canadian Ragweed.


