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Kate Stephens National Merit Sem-finalist

Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page Even page

BY COURTNEY WINDHAM

Biology students study river garbology
BY NICK FLEMING

Kristie Owen and Gene Brandstetter’s biology classes went water
testing on September 15 at the
Colorado River.
The students went to
the Colorado River site to test the
water. Some go through the water
with nets to find the amount of
garbage that is polluting the water,
while others travel along the water
bank to collect the garbage found
around the water banks.
Water testing is using a
sample of water taken from a
natural water source and determining the garbology of the water.
Garbology is the amount of human

caused contamination of water. It is
measured to determine the impact
garbage has on the waterway environments.
BHS have been involved
with this program for six years.
They go once a month to test the
water and keep the data to see the
increase/decrease of the pollution
in the water.
They are able to do this
through a grant from a TARGET
grant, ESET. This grant has helped
them to better the learning environments for six years, and more to
come.

Senior Kate Stephens is now a semifinalist for the National
Merit Scholarship.
In order to become a finalists, a student must make a high
enough score on the
PSAT their sophomore
year. The scholarship
requires an essay and
a regular application.
Stephens will find out
who the final winner
receiving the scholarship will be in March.
While most students spent their summer eating potato chips
and watching The Real
World reruns, Stephens
was hard at work.
Stephens spent
her summer in Boston,
attending
Harvard.
She was part of a
summer program that

only accepted 300 high
school students. She
attended two classes
over the two and a half
months, earning 12
hours.
“Even
though

the classes were hard,
it was definitely worth
it. Harvard gave me
a view of college, and
I am now looking forward to it,” Stephens
said.

Jessica Osborn chosen Explorer of the Year
BY ASHLEY OSWOOD
Senior Jessica
Osborn was chosen
as this year’s Police
Explorer of the Year.
Along
with
the excitement of
this honor, Jessica
receives a plaque
and has possession
of a gold badge for
the upcoming year.
Jessica joined
Explorers
three
years ago, after recruiters visited the
8th grade classes.
When talking
with her after she
received this award,
I asked her what
made her initially
join the Explorers
program.
“It just looked
like fun,” Jessica ex-

plained.
She has not been
disappointed
despite
her expectations. She
still enjoys working
with the Explorer group
in their various activities. Her favorite part is
riding in the patrol cars

with the policemen
that have become her
friends throughout
the years.
The Explorers
program is set up to
train young people
to become police officers and more well
rounded adults.
A lthough Jessica is
undecided about her
future career goals,
she is sure that the
things that she has
learned from the experience can be put
into use.
Explorers has
been a great experience because it
“builds
character,
responsibility,
and
other skills,” Jessica
said.

Walmart grant provides televisions
for science department

We will never grow up!

Fall production is a must–see
BY EMY YOUNG
The 2004 play
production class is
preparing for their fall
production. This year
director Larry Mathis
selected the imaginative production Peter
Pan. Not only did he
chose this show for its
challenge, but because
it is also the 100th anniversary of the original
Peter Pan.
The
set
and
special effects for this
production present a
big obstacle because
this play is one that demands an extravagant
set. Mathis spent several weeks visualizing
what he wanted to do,
and he did an amazing

job. The set looks great,
thanks to the help from
several of Mathis’ classes.
Casting
this
production took a lot
of imagination. “The
casting was a little
unexpected and many
people will be pleased
on opening night,” said
senior Jake Savell who
plays Captain Hook.
Everyone
who
tried out for this show
was extremely talented
and it took quite some
time to fit each person
to each part. “I was at
first surprised about
the cast,” senior Frank
Middleton who is playing Peter Pan said.

"But I realize that
Mathis knows what he
is doing."
Opening
night
is November 1, 2004,
only a month away.
“To all those people out
there who [will be] going to watch,” Megan
Bowden who got the
role of Tinkerbell said,
“get ready to have your
socks rocked off!”
Ticket cost is
three dollars for children and seven dollars
for adults, but it is well
worth it. Leslie Revay
who plays the part of
John is said, “Opening
night should be awesome and very exciting.
I can’t wait!”

Student council attends leadership camp
BY TERRELL FULTON

The Science Department received a $1000 grant from
Wal-Mart. Biology teacher Kristi Owen wrote the grant
to buy TVs since the school’s televisions were removed
after Channel One ended. With the money, the Science Department was able to purchase five TVs, three
for the biology hall and two for the chemistry building.

Student
council did not stop when
school ended last year.
They attended a leadership camp at Angelo
State University with
sponsor Carrie Brinsfield.
The school sponsored the whole trip so
there was no charge
to the students, just
their attendance. The
camp lasted six days.
The four officers who
attended the camp benefited from the experience.

The
students
were separated from
their schools and put
into different groups
or councils with people
they did not know.
Working with unfamiliar people allowed the
students to experience
others’ work ethics and
see how other schools
operate.
During the camp,
the students learned
leadership skills, and
at the end there was a
mock trial competition
among all the groups.

“It was exciting and I
learned a lot that will
aid me in student council this year”, said Kim
Hunter
Like
many, Ms. Brinsfield
believes that it is very
important for students
to have a say in what
goes on at the school.
“Student council will
speak more for the students and be more representative of the student body as a whole,”
Ms. Brinsfield said.

